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Palestine, and who, although not treating the Jews with harshness, considered that they had received, but had refused, the great offer of the kingdom made to them by Jesus. The Magnificat, the Nunc Dimittis, and other treasures of poetry, we owe entirely to St. Luke, and he also must have the credit of having been the first writer, known to us, who began that exaltation of the person and character of the Mother of Jesus, which has produced such astonishing results in the world. Considered from the point of view of the historian, the third Gospel is inferior to both its predecessors ; but here and there it may give us valuable historical information which the others have missed. Thus the account of the Last Supper is substantially the same as that in the First Epistle to the Corinthians, which was composed as early as the year 57. Renan also draws attention to the very great superiority of the discourses attributed to Jesus in St. Luke as compared with the discourses attributed to the Apostles by the same writer in his subsequent work, drawing the natural inference that the former had been already written down in accordance with tradition, whereas the others were largely composed by St. Luke himself.
The persecution of Domitian struck not only